
  
   

 

MEMORANDUM 

The Newberg Dundee Bypass project staff held the Project Oversight Steering Team (POST) meeting at 
the Providence Newberg Hospital, Newberg, Oregon at Noon on September 16, 2005. Attendees were: 

Name Affiliation 

POST Members 

Michelle Eraut Federal Highway Administration 

David Haugeberg Yamhill County Parkway Committee 

Erik Havig  ODOT Region 2 

Leslie Lewis Yamhill County Commissioner 

Patti Milne Marion County Commissioner 

Diane Ragsdale Mayor of Dundee 

Tony Snyder ODOT Region 2 

Kim Thatcher State Representative, District 25 

ODOT Staff and Consultants 

Bill Ciz Parametrix 

Terry Cole Project Leader, ODOT, Region 2 

Alan J. Fox ODOT, Region 2 

Michael Harrison Parametrix 

Art James ODOT, Oregon Innovative Partnerships Program 

Julia Kuhn Kittelson and Associates, Inc. 

Donna Robinson Parametrix 

David Siegel Parametrix 

Public 

John M. Eklurn  

Sid Friedman 1,000 Friends of Oregon 

Elizabeth Sundeev  

Kay and Jim Edwards  

John Bridge  

Kate Smith  

Media 

Gunnar Olson Newberg Graphic  
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Introductions 
David Siegel invited POST members, project staff and members of the public to introduce themselves. 
Siegel reviewed the agenda and asked the POST if they wished to add any topics. There were no 
requests for additions. 

Open Comment Period 
Siegel opened the floor to public comment; however, no members of the public wished to make 
comments at this time. Siegel asked the public at two other occasions during the meeting if they would 
like to make comments – they declined. 

Recognition for Tier 1 Team Members  
Alan Fox mentioned that Tier 1 work (i.e., the Location EIS phase) was complete and that today is the 
first POST meeting for Tier 2 work (i.e., Design EIS phase). Fox made it clear that most of the 
discussion today should be around Tier 2, as opposed to Tier 1. Fox asked POST members to sign 
certificates of appreciation for staff who had worked on Tier 1. 

Project Updates 
• Court of  Appeals status:  The Department of Justice submitted written briefs and will make oral 

arguments on September 26, 2005. It is expected LUBA will rule in December, 2005.  

• Wilsonville Road Project:  LUBA will rule on the appeal of this project at any time. Fox expects 
ODOT will complete work on project design within the next few weeks. Additional ROW 
required has delayed the project to 2007. Fox will be meeting with property owners soon to 
discuss property access issues. 

• New ODOT Mid-Willamette Valley Area Manager:  Fox introduced Tony Snyder, who will be 
the new ODOT Mid-Willamette Valley Area Manager. Snyder provided a biography, and 
indicated he will replace Erik Havig on the POST.   

Public Private Partnerships:  Proposal Submitted 
[See attached PowerPoint presentation delivered by Art James] 

Art James distributed copies of the executive summaries of both private proposals and offered to answer 
any questions. James mentioned that, most likely, work on a pre-development work plan will be in early 
2006, not late 2005 as identified on flow chart. James stressed that some elements of the public / private 
partnership proposals will remain confidential during negotiations, per state law.   

Michelle Eraut asked if the private proposals called for full electronic tolls on corridors. James indicated 
that both proposals mentioned tolls, but did not include specifics on technology. 

Commissioner Lewis mentioned that some elements of the proposals might not be acceptable to the 
local community. Lewis asked whether the Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) would support 
tolling and whether James will share local tolling concerns with the OTC. James indicated that the 
proposals are subject to negotiation, including tolling issues. James indicated that they will discuss local 
concerns with the OTC. 

Gunnar Olson asked Lewis if the proposed 8-mile extension of the proposed Bypass was one of the 
local concerns. Lewis said that it was one of the concerns. James indicated that the proposed extension 
is open to discussion and negotiation. Olson asked if the extension will delay the expected Bypass 
completion date. James indicated they did not know enough about the extension to verify if it will cause 
a delay.   
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Olson asked if tolls were certain to be a part of the Bypass project. James indicated that they will 
consider tolls but that no decisions were made at this time. 

Tier 2 Schedule Focus on Next 9 months 
[See Alan Fox’s attached PowerPoint presentation covering Tier 2 issues, including the open house and 
CS3 workshops] 

Fox indicated that the project schedule is largely the same as the one handed out at previous POST 
meetings.  Fox indicated pursuing the 8-mile extension will delay the project.  

Fox indicated that the IAMP timeline was not firm, as IAMPs require OTC and local land use 
approvals. 

Lewis wanted to know whether there will be “summits” related to the various project decision points. 
Fox said there will be public involvement efforts related to each decision point. 

Lewis said that many changes to the proposed Bypass project were requested by locals during the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) process, and wanted to know how much impact the public, 
POST members, and land owners will have over project elements. Fox indicated that the community 
and POST will have significant influence on the project and that the best way to influence the project is 
by attending the Context Sensitive and Sustainable Solutions (CS3) workshops. Fox also indicated that 
the new project website and open houses will also be effective means of community input on the 
project. 

Eraut asked about the interface between the POST and the Collaborative Environmental and 
Transportation Agreement on Streamlining (CETAS). Fox indicated that the project staff will share the 
CETAS members’ perspective on the project and they will share the POST perspective with CETAS. 
Fox also indicated that the Record of Decision (ROD) includes the agreement ODOT reached with 
CETAS over how to involve them in the project. 

Siegel described the October 11, 2005, open house. 

Mayor Ragsdale indicated that staff should engage in additional advertising for the open house. Siegel 
said project staff will look into radio and TV advertising. Ragsdale said cities in Yamhill County could 
advertise the open house on city websites. Ragsdale also recommended placing a banner over OR HWY 
99 to advertise the project.   

Siegel mentioned a Spanish language interpreter will be available at the open house.   

Sid Friedman, a member of 1,000 friends of Oregon, asked whether open house notification will occur 
in Spanish. Siegel indicated that notification had already occurred in Spanish, through Spanish language 
newsletters mailed to Spanish speaking members of our database. 

Lewis asked how staff will make it clear, through the maps used at the open house, that engineering on 
the project was not complete. Bill Ciz indicated that staff will not be showing engineering drawings at 
the open house, rather, that staff will display schematics. Ciz explained that the CS3 workshops are 
where project staff will present more detailed alignments / maps of the project. 

CS3 workshops 
Fox gave a definition of CS3. Donna Robinson gave a presentation showing how CS3 workshops related 
to project design and the NEPA process.   

Fox indicated that format of the CS3 workshops are similar to CSS workshops, where people can self 
select what tables they want to sit at so that they can really focus on the Bypass design issues they care 
most about. He indicated that both daytime (invitee only) and evening (all public invited) workshops 
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will occur. Ciz indicated that attendees will have a choice of which segment of the corridor they wanted 
to focus on at the workshops. 

Ciz indicated that staff received about 240 comments during the Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) 
process conducted during the Tier 1 phase, and that project staff has not addressed all of the comments. 
However, Ciz indicated that staff will address issues by the end of the CS3 process. 

Draft Purpose and Need 
Robinson handed out the ODOT and CETAS guidance on project Purpose and Need and a draft Purpose 
and Need for the Bypass project. Robinson indicated that the CETAS guidance had changed since Tier 
1, and therefore the Purpose and Need from Tier 1 required changes. She also indicated that the Purpose 
and Need required additional changes since Tier 2 focuses on building a Bypass and Tier 1 focused on a 
larger set of possible transportation solutions. Robinson asked POST members to review the CETAS 
guidance and the new draft Purpose and Need statement and provide comments to Fox by September 
23, 2005. Robinson indicated that staff will take the new draft Purpose and Need statement to the 
October 11 open house for public comment. Ciz indicated that in November 2005 the new draft Purpose 
and Need statement will go to CETAS, and that the POST will see whatever changes CETAS made at 
the December 2005 POST meeting. Ciz indicated that staff wants to finalize the Purpose and Need 
statement by January 2006. 

Dave Haugeberg asked how the draft Tier 2 Purpose and Need statement was different from the Tier 1 
Purpose and Need statement. Ciz indicated that the Tier 2 version focuses specifically on the Bypass.   

Eraut asked why the Tier 2 Purpose and Need statement focused so much on the Bypass instead of the 
whole NDTIP project. Fox indicated that staff was trying to focus the EIS more on those issues that they 
can control (i.e., the Bypass), and less on the elements that are out of ODOT’s control (like Transit). 
Robinson indicated that Dave Ortez, FWHA’s legal counsel, recommended focusing more on the 
Bypass instead of the broader NDTIP project.    

Eraut said that CETAS expects to see goals and objectives as a part of the Purpose and Need statement. 

Ragsdale asked if staff could update the Purpose and Need statement when there is newer data on the 
Bypass project. Ciz indicated that the staff will update the Purpose and Need statement when new 
transportation numbers are available, probably “as soon as this winter.”  

Fox indicated that members of the POST should email him their thoughts, issues, or concerns with the 
Purpose and Need statement.   

Dundee Short-Term Congestion Solutions 
Fox indicated that the public is not aware of all the alternatives that ODOT has worked on to try and 
solve congestion problems in Dundee. Fox indicated that ODOT will not increase Oregon 99W to 5-
lanes, but that ODOT will look for other near-term, implementable, congestion solutions. 

Fox mentioned that “at the end of October” ODOT will hold a public meeting to discuss congestion 
solutions in Dundee. The public meeting will have: 

• A “town hall” format.   

• A presentation by Terry Cole, explaining rejection of the five-lane concept  

• Time available for one-one-one discussions between staff and members of the public. 

• Time to engage the public about past options and what new ideas they have. 
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Fox asked POST members to contact him or Julia Kuhn prior to the upcoming public meeting if they 
have ideas about easing congestion in Dundee.  

In December 2005 or January 2006, ODOT will hold a second public meeting in Dundee to discuss a 
preferred congestion solution alternative. 

Lewis asked staff to clarify that even previously “dismissed” ODOT alternatives can be discussed at the 
public meeting. Lewis, however, did indicate that the 5-lane proposal should remain “dead.” 

Lewis requested staff to develop criteria for evaluating alternatives. For example, Lewis suggested that 
the time it takes to implement an alternative could be a criterion. Other criteria suggested included: cost, 
timing, shelf-life, community values, and impact on the traveling public. Fox indicated that the best 
approach was probably to have the public suggest criteria at the first public meeting in Dundee. 

Website Update  
Michael Harrison indicated that the new website will be “up and running” by the October 11, 2005, 
open house. Harrison stressed that the website will have an easy to remember website address ( 
www.newbergdundeebypass.org) ; that the website will make it easy for the public to provide 
comments; and that the website will be a convenient way for the public to learn about the project and 
learn about upcoming project meetings. 

Snyder asked staff to make sure the website makes it clear on approaches ODOT will use to answer 
peoples’ questions. 

Review of Key Upcoming Dates and Next Post Meeting 
Fox suggested that the project team conduct the next POST meeting on January 20, 2006. The POST 
members agreed to this date. 

Snyder indicated staff should use fewer acronyms with the public, but that acronyms are acceptable for 
documents intended for project committees and staff. Snyder request staff to avoid acronyms in public 
documents, even if the writer repeats the same title throughout the document 

Lewis indicated that she does not like the title “CS3”or even “Context Sensitive and Sustainable 
Solutions.” Siegel indicated that staff will ask ODOT headquarters if we could use a simpler term. 

 

 


