
US 101 / OR 6 Project Selected
In July 2012, after a detailed study and extensive engagement with the 
Tillamook community, the Oregon Department of Transportation 
selected a preferred alternative to upgrade the junction of US 101 and 
OR 6. The environmental documentation was finalized in July 2013. 
Features of the preferred alternative include widened travel lanes, an 
upgraded US 101 bridge, new sidewalks and intersections, and various 
other improvements (see inside for more detail). 
This project resolves long-standing community needs and will improve safety for all roadway users – 
including drivers, freight haulers, bicyclists and pedestrians. Funding is provided by the 2009 Jobs and 
Transportation Act (JTA).

Current Work
The preferred alternative identifies the necessary roadway improvements. The project team is now 
considering design details such as precise placement of roadways, intersections and turn lanes; 
bridge plans; park improvements; and property impacts. This preliminary design phase will continue 
through the first quarter of 2014. A public open house to review the refined design is planned for early 
2014, prior to finalizing the preliminary design package. Final design is expected to be complete and 
construction is expected to start in late 2015. Meeting and project update information will continue to be 
available at the project website – TillamookTraffic.org.
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US 101 / OR 6 Traffic Improvement Project:  
Project Selected; Preliminary Design Begins

What’s Happening Now
The design team has been assembled and  
is busy collecting data necessary to complete 
traffic improvement plan details. Wetlands  
and waterway inventories, property surveys,  
traffic analysis, hazardous materials  
assessments and other studies are being 
conducted. This information will be used to 
guide the design of each project element. 

ODOT will continue to involve the public 
as the project moves forward through 
the design and construction phases.

Stay Informed
Visit TillamookTraffic.org for updates about the 
project and to sign up for the project mailing list. 
For more information or to schedule a meeting 
between the project and your organization, contact:
Ken Kohl, ODOT Project Manager 
kenneth.l.kohl@odot.state.or.us | (541) 747-1496
Lou Torres, ODOT Public Information Officer  
louis.c.torres@odot.state.or.us | (503) 986-2880



Hoquarton  
Interpretive 

Trail Park

New parking lot and entrance 
to the Hoquarton Interpretive 
Trail Park, which will be about 
0.4 acres larger than it is today.

Pacific Avenue will be extended 
north to make it easier for 
vehicles to cross the bridge.

The Front Street/US 101 
intersection will remain open 
for southbound traffic.

The new bridge will be five feet 
higher than the existing bridge.

A new eastbound lane will allow 
traffic from Front Street and 1st Street 
to go north on US 101.

Hoquarton  
Slough

NEW US 101 BRIDGE The new bridge over Hoquarton 
Slough will be approximately five feet higher than the existing 
bridge. It will feature four traffic lanes – two in each direction – 
with sidewalks and bike lanes / shoulders on both sides. The bridge 
will be designed to maintain the Front Street/US 101 intersection.

Other Project Benefits:

PARKS The project will reconstruct the parking lot for the 
Hoquarton Interpretive Trail Park in a new location south of 
the existing park resulting in better access, more parking spaces 
and a slightly larger park. The project will not have any long‐
term impacts to Sue H. Elmore Park, although it may provide 
an opportunity to construct a pedestrian path under US 101.

FLOODING  Preliminary analysis indicates that the new 
bridge will decrease the current 100‐year flood elevation by 
about one inch. Although it will be small, this decrease in the 
flood elevation may slightly reduce the area of land affected by 
a 100‐year flood. The new, higher bridge will not be overtopped 
by a 100‐year flood, however Highway 101 will continue to be 
impassable during 100-year flood events because the elevation 
of the highway to the north will remain unchanged.

WATER QUALITY  Currently, stormwater runoff in 
the study area is piped to Hoquarton Slough without any 
treatment. The US 101/OR 6 project will install a new stormwater 
treatment system, reducing pollutants such as heavy metals, 
oil and grease from vehicles and local land uses. The amount 
of water that flows into the slough will also decrease because 
approximately one acre of pavement will be removed.

HABITAT The habitat areas along the banks of the Hoquarton 
Slough have been disturbed over the years. The slough is critical 
habitat for the threatened fish. The project will remove non‐native 
vegetation and will plant native trees and shrubs. The project 
will also remove existing bridge piers, which will improve fish 
habitat and water flow by reducing obstructions in the slough.

Getting Around

DOWNTOWN TRAVEL This project will improve street 
safety by widening travel lanes on Main and Pacific avenues 
and providing new crosswalks at 1st Street and Main Avenue. 
On-street parking will be maintained by narrowing sidewalks 
by about two feet on both sides. Turn lanes will be added at 
downtown intersections to decrease wait time for those traveling 
through and around Tillamook. Extending Pacific Avenue 
north of 1st Street will eliminate the need for drivers to turn 
onto Main Avenue to continue northbound on US 101.
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Main Avenue between 2nd and 3rd Streets
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